Transition Words and Phrases


Transition words and phrases help the reader to follow the flow of ideas more easily. These words link the sentences together and act as bridges between thoughts. The uses of transitional expressions make writing sound smoother. They also help the writer to present ideas clearly so that the reader understands the writer’s thought processes and know when the writer is shifting to a new thought. 


Transitional words can be grouped together according to types of writing.
To conclude:
therefore, as a result, consequently, accordingly, in other words, to sum up, thus, hence, then, finally

To Show Addition:
likewise, moreover, again, in addition, second, third, further, finally, next, in the first place, thus, next, also, besides

To Illustrate
for instance, to illustrate, namely, for example

or Give Examples:


To Contrast:
nevertheless, however, by contrast, on the other hand, yet, on the contrary, still ,instead, even so, despite this, nonetheless, but, though, although, in spite of, rather, in contrast, whereas

To Emphasize:
admittedly, assuredly, certainly, clearly then, granted, in fact, unquestionably, indeed, no doubt, obviously, of course, the fact remains, to be sure, undoubtedly

To Compare:
similarly, likewise, in the same manner, equally, like

To Show an 
otherwise, on the other hand, instead of, neither, 

alternative:
nor
To Explain:
for instance, for example, to begin with specifically, that is, first, next, such as

To Show Time:
after, once, then, now, today, at length, soon, while, later, earlier, before

To Show Place:
under, above, between, farther, below, across, beside, near

To Show Manner:
as though, as if, unfortunately, fortunately

To Show Purpose
so that, therefore, thus, accordingly, consequently,

or Result:
hence, as a result

To Show Condition:
provided that, if, whereas, unless


                                 


Time Sequence		Compare		Addition		Example


for starters			similarly		in addition		for example


first				likewise		moreover		for instance


to begin with			in the same way	additionally		specifically


after that						furthermore		


later				Contrast		also			Cause/Effect


next				nevertheless					therefore


then				in spite of this	Emphasis		as a result


finally				in contrast		indeed			thus


often				despite this		of course		because of this


afterwards			instead		in fact			consequently


meanwhile			however		to be sure		to this end


frequently			though			without a doubt	


sometimes			yet			assuredly		Summary


usually				rather			undoubtedly		after all


ordinarily			still			remarkably		all things considered	


generally			on the contrary	granted		in short


				Actually		certainly











