Grade 7 Expository Writing Sample and Analysis

READ the following quotation.

                    A famous businessman once said, “Players win games;
                    teams win championships.”                                                     

THINK carefully about the following statement.

      Sometimes you can accomplish good things by yourself but better things with other people.

WRITE an essay explaining whether it is better to work by yourself or with a group.

Be sure to-

•clearly state your controlling idea
•organize and develop your explanation effectively 
•choose your words carefully
•use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences




	There are two types of people in this world, those who prefer to work together as a team, and those who prefer to work alone as one player. The question is, Which one has a better look on life, and what does it say about their personality?
         A person that prefers to work alone often shows independance, they do things themselves.This can be a great characteristic about someone, but it can also lead that person to never develop social and or team skills.  Another thing about people who play alone is that they receive more glory, not having to share any that is, and whatever they perform has more of a “wow factor”, since they completed something by themself that would normally take a whole team. Unfortunately, this can lead them to become self-centered. Especially if they succeed at something they did alone. These kind of people see life as one big competition, and they have to shine in the spotlight alone; they have to receive all of the glory for everything that they do. 
        People who prefer to work as a team tend to show more of the ability to share, more compassion for others, and stronger and more meaningful relationships with others compared to someone who prefers to work alone. These people develop skills such as leadership skills, social skills, communication skills, and they learn how to depend on others. They see life as an opportunity to gain great personal skills to help them grow as a person and to build meaningful relationships with others while doing it. 
         In life, you can’t do everything alone, you need the help of others.  If everything was a one man job, then God wouldn’t have created two people, he would’ve created one, and that is why team work is much better.



	   (This composition was hand-written on 26 lines.)  (300 words)


My main question next, as a reader:  So…what’s the main idea of this paper?  The central thought?

	There are two types of people in this world, those who prefer to work together as a team, and those who prefer to work alone as one player. The question is, Which one has a better look on life, and what does it say about their personality?
         A person that prefers to work alone often shows independance, they do things themselves. This can be a great characteristic about someone, but it can also lead that person to never develop social and or team skills.  Another thing about people who play alone is that they receive more glory, not having to share any that is, and whatever they perform has more of a “wow factor”, since they completed something by themself that would normally take a whole team. Unfortunately, this can lead them to become self-centered. Especially if they succeed at something they did alone. These kind of people see life as one big competition, and they have to shine in the spotlight alone; they have to receive all of the glory for everything that they do. 
        People who prefer to work as a team tend to show more of the ability to share, more compassion for others, and stronger and more meaningful relationships with others compared to someone who prefers to work alone. These people develop skills such as leadership skills, social skills, communication skills, and they learn how to depend on others. They see life as an opportunity to gain great personal skills to help them grow as a person and to build meaningful relationships with others while doing it. 
         In life, you can’t do everything alone, you need the help of others.  If everything was a one man job, then God wouldn’t have created two people, he would’ve created one, and that is why team work is much better.


My main question next, as a reader:  So…what structure did this student use to guide his architecture?

There are two types of people in this world, those who prefer to work together as a team, and those who prefer to work alone as one player. The question is, Which one has a better look on life, and what does it say about their personality?
         A person that prefers to work alone often shows independance, they do things themselves.This can be a great characteristic about someone, but it can also lead that person to never develop social and or team skills.  Another thing about people who play alone is that they receive more glory, not having to share any that is, and whatever they perform has more of a “wow factor”, since they completed something by themself that would normally take a whole team. Unfortunately, this can lead them to become self-centered. Especially if they succeed at something they did alone. These kind of people see life as one big competition, and they have to shine in the spotlight alone; they have to receive all of the glory for everything that they do. 
        People who prefer to work as a team tend to show more of the ability to share, more compassion for others, and stronger and more meaningful relationships with others compared to someone who prefers to work alone. These people develop skills such as leadership skills, social skills, communication skills, and they learn how to depend on others. They see life as an opportunity to gain great personal skills to help them grow as a person and to build meaningful relationships with others while doing it. 
         In life, you can’t do everything alone, you need the help of others.  If everything was a one man job, then God wouldn’t have created two people, he would’ve created one, and that is why team work is much better.


My main question next, as a reader:  So…the writer covers working independently (and how bad that can be) and then working with a team (and how much better that is) before summing it up with a conclusive thesis statement….
How would this look as a text structure?

The Individual vs Team Structure
 (
truism
 answering the question
) (
two
 choices and the main question about them
) (
positive
 effects of the second choice
) (
negative
 effects of the first choice
)






 	


	What I highlighted or notice
	Text
	Write Source pages to look up for exercises 

	Sentence one: topic
Sentence two:  definition of the issue  to be examined
	There are two types of people in this world, those who prefer to work together as a team, and those who prefer to work alone as one player. The question is, Which one has a better look on life, and what does it say about their personality?
	comparison essay
p. 38, 165-204

prewriting pages for structure ideas
  p. 602


	Hey…present tense.


All about doing things alone

elaboration about glory

negative effect



overall negative effect
	         A person that prefers to work alone often shows independance, they do things themselves. This can be a great characteristic about someone, but it can also lead that person to never develop social and or team skills.  Another thing about people who play alone is that they receive more glory, not having to share any that is, and whatever they perform has more of a “wow factor”, since they completed something by themself that would normally take a whole team. Unfortunately, this can lead them to become self-centered. Especially if they succeed at something they did alone. These kind of people see life as one big competition, and they have to shine in the spotlight alone; they have to receive all of the glory for everything that they do. 
	setting up pros and cons 
  p. 231-268

mature syntax
 p. 558-560

sentence combining
p. 573

complex sentences
  p. 579




	
All about doing things as a team

parallel constructions





overall positive effect
	      People who prefer to work as a team tend to show more of the ability to share, more compassion for others, and stronger and more meaningful relationships with others compared to someone who prefers to work alone. These people develop skills such as leadership skills, social skills, communication skills, and they learn how to depend on others. They see life as an opportunity to gain great personal skills to help them grow as a person and to build meaningful relationships with others while doing it. 
	compound predicates, p 558, 577

items in a series 
p. 575

rhetorical devices
p. 436 *******

compound direct objects p. 574

parallel infinitive phrases

	truism  summing up  the author’s opinion of main topic

literary (Biblical) allusion
	         In life, you can’t do everything alone, you need the help of others.  If everything was a one man job, then God wouldn’t have created two people, he would’ve created one, and that is why team work is much better.

	
Revising for clauses
   p. 125, 260

literary allusions









Other observations:

James Moffett:  narrative = what happened; expository = what happens


Less use of personal pronouns (e.g, I, me) than in the fourth grade piece of expository writing.

Syntax, sentence boundaries aren’t perfect, so they don’t need to be perfect to score a 4.


The prompt and student sample are published by TEA on their web site (search “Assessment Conference.”  It is embedded on a PowerPoint).  The analysis is all the opinion of Gretchen Bernabei (bernabei@aol.com) 1/10/12


The prompt and student sample are published by TEA on their web site (search “Assessment 

Conference.”  It is embedded o

n a PowerPoint).  The analysis is all the opinion of Gretchen Bernabei 

(bernabei@aol.com) 1/10/12
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